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WINGED WONDERS 
by Meeg Pincus

For decades, as the monarch butterflies swooped through every year like clockwork, 

people from Canada to the United States to Mexico wondered, "Where do they go?" In 

1976 the world learned the answer: after migrating thousands of miles, the monarchs 

roost by the millions in an oyamel grove in Central Mexico's mountains. But who solved 

this mystery? Was it the scientist or the American adventurer? The citizen scientists or the 

teacher or his students? 

• Monarchs have a wingspan of approximately 4 inches and an average weight of about half a gram – about the weight of a paper clip!

• Monarchs range from Canada to Mexico depending on the time of the year.

• Milkweed plants are the only source of food for the monarch caterpillar.

• Butterfly wings are densely covered with scales that improve their aerodynamic efficiency. The upper

• surface of the thorax is covered with long hair - like scales that help retain heat.

• To find more fun facts click here.

• Farm Monitor: Don’t Forget About the Role Butterflies Play in Pollination

• Wild Kratts PBS - Voyage of the Butterflier

• Monarch Butterfly | Amazing Animals

• Life Cycle of the Monarch Butterfly

• The Amazing Migration of the Monarch Butterfly

• Visit a school in Lowndes County and learn more about monarchs and milkweed

• Learn how to create a simple pollinator planter

•

• Request free Pollinator Garden Mix 

• Plan a monarch friendly garden so plants/seeds can be planted in the spring 

• Determine what milkweed plants should be in your garden-VERY important for monarchs!

• Participate in the MONARCHS ACROSS GEORGIA Symbolic Monarch Migration

• Easy to paint monarch butterfly craft

• Butterfly life cycle activity using pasta
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Click the book to listen on YouTube

https://www.gfb.org/ag-in-the-classroom/about.cms
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiNhYnCj-v0AhVlVzABHUMaD84QFnoECAUQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmonarchconservation.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F02%2FMBF-Fun-Facts-Feb-21.FINAL_.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1Al052LEZUiG-fL81_Lu4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABgEHRxDzo8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WX0fjvb-OE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1b87rwtXGzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LS6laNdMOXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6DCv2dzro4
https://youtu.be/4r6QlIKbsfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqWoPzN7ACA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.saveourmonarchs.org/schools.html
https://www.eealliance.org/garden-based-learning-resources.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiXgN3_l-v0AhWsTt8KHUXHAJMQFnoECBsQAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbotgarden.uga.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F03%2Fmilkweedinformation.pdf&usg=AOvVaw02pv4Fjd6EEJj9y_RunQq2
https://www.eealliance.org/symbolic-migration.html
https://www.woojr.com/easy-monarch-butterfly-craft/
https://www.somewhatsimple.com/monarch-butterflies/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAADDIroY1o&t=80s



