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HB 143: First Bill Passed in 2009

This bill, dealing with homeowners tax relief grants, was the first bill to come out of the General
Assembly this year, and it was signed by Governor Perdue this week. Projected to cost $428 million,
it will prevent citizens from receiving additional tax bills for 2008 property taxes. Perdue initially
questioned the fiscal feasibility of the grants due to budget shortfalls, but relented on this
compromise bill. It puts local governments on notice that the homeowners tax relief grant program
is substantially changed for future years.

Calls Needed on Metal Theft

Several county Farm Bureaus submitted resolutions during our annual policy development process
urging stricter enforcement of laws against metal theft. As a result, our delegates adopted the
following policy:

“Theft of recyclable metals is a growing problem. We urge strict enforcement of the laws and
penalties against metal thieves and the buyers who facilitate this illegal trade. At the time
of a scrap metal transaction, buyers should require proper identification of the individuals
selling the material and a clear description of the items being offered for sale.” 2009 GFB
Policy, Effective Law Enforcement, 177G, page 13, ittm 6

Farmers are often victims of metal theft as expensive farm equipment is rendered inoperable
because motors and other vital components are stolen to be sold as scrap. At this time, there
appears to be little legislative support for this issue and there is strong opposition. Calls to
legislators are needed! Please contact your state legislators and let them know that you support
legislation to curb metal theft.




