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Go Perdue

Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol
Tuesday, February 10th

Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol is set for Tuesday, February 10th.
You won’'t want to miss our keynote speaker, Governor Sonny Perdue.
Your participation shows the strength of agriculture in Georgia.

Orientation begins at 9:30 a.m. in the Blue Room at the historic Georgia
Railroad Freight Depot next to Underground Atlanta. Lunch is at 11:30.
Please invite your legislators to attend. Free parking will be available at the
Turner Field - Gold Lot and shuttle service will run from 8:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m. The backbone of Georgia Farm Bureau is local involvement and
you are the key to our legislative success!

Legislative Committee Visits Atlanta

Tuesday & Wednesday. The board members had a productive

The GFB Legislative Board Committee traveled to Atlanta last \ _ _

day discussing Farm Bureau’s priority issues and speaking with W (
legislators. Farm Bureau hosted an early breakfast for the House ‘
and Senate Agriculture Committees to express our appreciation

for the work they do for our industry. We were grateful for the

high turnout on such a rainy and overcast Atlanta morning.

GFB Ag Committee Breakfast




The House Agriculture Committee met immediately after
the breakfast The main business was an update on the
ongoing peanut investigation, and there was considerable
media presence in the committee room. Commissioner of
Agriculture Tommy Irvin and Assistant Commissioner
Oscar Garrison informed legislators about the matter.
Committee Chairman Tom McCall closed by noting that
while the recall is a serious issue, peanuts remain a
wholesome and healthful product.

Later in the day the GFB Legislative Committee was
hosted by Commissioner Irvin and his staff. This
meeting offered an opportunity to discuss a variety of
state agricultural issues along with GFB 2009 Priority
Issues. Additional items of consideration included the
regional water council appointments, opening foreign
markets to Georgia farm products, and Department
needs for upkeep of abandoned horses.
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HB 143 Passes House

House Bill 143 passed the House today by a vote of 117-55. Sponsored by Representatives O’Neal,
Keen, Burkhalter, Harbin and Ehrhart, this bill is an effort to ease the tax situation between state
and county governments regarding homeowner tax relief grants. When county property tax bills
were sent, many counties assumed continuation of the grant program. However, state revenue woes
have brought that grant into question, and counties are faced with sending out additional bills. This
legislation basically allows for the General Assembly to fund the homeowner tax relief grant
program this year, but it puts county tax officials on notice that the rules are changed for next year.

Boll Weevil Eradication Legislation

SB 43- Boll Weevil Eradication Program Funding- Senator John Bulloch- In Georgia, the
highly successful Boll Weevil Eradication Program (BWEP) is funded by a per acre assessment paid
by cotton farmers which is collected by Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices. However, beginning in
2010, FSA has issued notification that the agency will no longer collect those fees. Georgia Farm
Bureau supports the current per acre assessment, but the changes within FSA make a per bale
assessment more likely in the future. In that event, it is important that the per bale collection
mechanism be in place to allow continued funding for this vital program.

Senator John Bulloch, Chairman of the Senate Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee, has
introduced SB 43, which stipulates that the first handler is the ginner, and in the event the
assessment is changed to a per bale basis, the ginner is responsible to collect the assessment from
the farmer and remit the funds to the Commissioner of Agriculture. SB 43 does not require a
change to a per bale assessment; it merely sets up the collection mechanism if the per bale
assessment becomes a reality.

The bottom line is that while farmers may disagree over the best method of BWEP assessment,
there is no disagreement that retention of the program is paramount. We expect the bill to be heard
in the Senate Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee on Monday.




Legislation of Interest

HB 39- Tobacco Tax Increase- Representative Ron Stephens- This bill raises the excise tax on
cigarettes from 37 cents per pack to $1.37. The tax on smokeless tobacco would increase from 10%
of the products’ wholesale value to 25%. Farm Bureau opposes this tax increase, and GFB
members are urged to contact their Representatives to express opposition. Ways & Means
Committee

HB 43- Scrap Metal 1D Requirements- Representatives Mitchell & Jordan- The purpose of
this bill is to curb metal theft. Farmers are increasingly victimized by this problem as valuable
equipment is rendered worthless by thieves stripping away copper and other metals. This bill would
require non-licensed sellers of scrap metal be at least 18 years old, provide a government issued
photo 1D, vehicle tag number, current address, and date of birth. The buyer of the metal would be
required to retain the information for two years in the event law enforcement officers needed the
information to investigate the crime. Judiciary, Non-civil

HB 46- Off Road Diesel Fuel Sales Tax Suspension- Representatives Roberts, Golick,
Pruett, Cole, O’Neal, & Black- On May 12, 2008, Governor Perdue signed an Executive Order at

the Georgia Farm Bureau office in Macon to suspend the collection of state sales tax from off-road
diesel fuel until the General Assembly had a chance to ratify the suspension. This bill ratifies it
through May 31, 2009. The bill passed subcommittee this Thursday. Ways & Means

HB 62- Vets in Rural Areas- Representative Gene Maddox- This bill creates a new State
Veterinary Education Board which will have the authority to pay off educational loans incurred by
new veterinarians if those new vets agree to certain stipulations made by the Board. “The Board shall
give preference to food animal specialties,” but they aren’t limited to that. The amount of the loans may be

no higher than $20,000 and the new vets must contractually agree to practice in a county with a
population of no more than 35,000 people. Agriculture & Consumer Affairs

HR 1- Valuation Freeze on Property- Representatives Lindsey, Keen, Roberts, Bryant, Day,
& Levitas- This resolution will freeze the valuation of residential and nonresidential real property at
its assessed value set in 2010. After that date, the property assessment for tax purposes can only
increase at 3% per year or the rate of inflation, whichever is less. CUVA & the Forestland
Protection Act are specifically exempted from this legislation. Since it calls for a constitutional
amendment, HR 1 requires a two-thirds majority (120 votes) to pass. It passed subcommittee and
committee this week. There was anticipation of a floor vote today, but it didn’t happen.

HR 30- Sales Tax Exemption Limitation- Representatives Rice & Graves- This proposed
amendment would affect sales tax exemptions by limiting their life to no more than 4 years. After
the expiration, the exemption could be renewed provided the state auditor writes a letter attesting
that continuing the exemption “would be in the best interest of the state.” Ways & Means

SB 39- Transportation Sales Tax (T-SPLOST)- Senators Mullis, Stoner, Williams, Reed,

Rogers, & Golden. This bill serves as the enabling legislation for a constitutional amendment
called for under SR 44. Both allow multiple counties to voluntarily form transportation districts for
the purpose of planning transportation projects within their area and to fund those projects through
additional local sales taxes (it includes an exemption for agricultural fuel use). If passed, voters
would answer the following ballot question: “Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended so as to allow a
regional local option sales tax of up to 1 percent to be used to fund transportation projects within the region from which
the funds are collected?" The bill passed a subcommittee on Thursday. Transportation




